
 

May 21, 2015 

 

Dear AP US Government and Politics and AP Macroeconomics Students, 

 

 

Welcome to your favorite Heritage Social Studies classes (well, they will be in your top ten list 

for sure!).  You’ve reached an age where both courses can mean a lot to you now and even 

more when you can approach adulthood as a High Information Voter and someone who is 

economically “literate.” (That leaves most members of the federal government out!).  As you 

know Government will occupy first semester and Macroeconomics will follow to end the year. 

 

What should you do (if anything) this summer to prepare?  I suggest that you follow the news 

closely, paying  attention to major political and economic issues.  The more you can use 

relevant detail to link to key concepts the more the courses will mean to you and the more 

success you will have.  We will be using an older text (provided to you) entitled Government in 

America by Wattenberg, et.al., 11th Edition.  I could have you purchase a new text for more 

than $!00 but I feel that by using the book that we have linked to several other resources, you 

will be more than adequately prepared for the AP Exam.  I would, however, like you to purchase 

a supplemental work called AP US Government and Politics: Crash Course by Larry Krieger 

(REA, 2013).  It’s found wherever books are sold for around $13.  Please have this with you on 

the first day of class for extra credit.  I will also develop an AP Government Study Guide which 

will contain outlines, vocabulary, past exams, and interesting articles.  There may be a small 

charge for this as well ($5?).  I’ll let you know in August. 

 

For AP Macroeconomics please purchase the book Economics by McConnell/Brue, 17th 

Edition, McGraw Hill.  A more recent edition exists but its lots more money.  Have this book with 

you on the first day of second semester for extra credit. 

 

Thanks again for choosing these classes for 2015-2016.  Have a restful summer and keep your 

brain sharp but relaxed.  Read something everyday! 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Mr. Grenawalt 

Heritage Social Studies 

jgrenawalt@lps.k12.co.us 

 

 

 

 


