
Imagine The Possibilities

Funding Challenges
Possible Solutions
LPS Vision for the Future



In 15… 25.... 50 years:

What will our legacy 
be for future 

generations of LPS 
families and students?



Littleton Public Schools – 1885
(Year-end Report to the Board of Education)

Boys = 48
Girls = 41

“ The school was placed under a graded course of instruction this year, 
and better work is the result.

Many of the pupils left just before the close of school, fearing the 
examination; but those who remained passed with high standing.

I am happy to state the religious and political factions that tried to 
injure the school, failed ingloriously.”

- A.D. Bailey, Principal ($85 per month: 9 month contract)
- Miss Frank Lyons, Assistant ($50 per month: 9 month contract)



District Achievement Goal:

100% of LPS students will graduate 
prepared for meaningful

post-secondary opportunities



What we Know about learning
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlaG99awCD8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlaG99awCD8


The LPS Dilemma...
★ The Negative Factor has shortchanged LPS of 

$101 million in the last eight years
★ Programming not keeping up with what college & 

workforce demands and expects of our graduates
★ Aging facilities are beginning to fail, never met ADA 

requirements, no longer recoverable in instances

We need to think about school DIFFERENTLY



Colorado needs to 
spend between 
$2,000 and $2,800 
more per pupil to 
meet the national 
average.

THE REALITY IS . . .

Source: National Center for Education Statistics



The annual Negative Factor reductions:
Statewide

2010: $130 million
2011: $381 million
2012: $774 million
2013: $1.01 billion
2014: $1 billion
2015: $894 million
2016: $831 million
2017: $831 million

Totals over $5.8 billion

Littleton 6 

2010: $ 2,410,957 
2011: $ 6,967,226 
2012: $ 13,829,263 
2013: $ 17,791,090 
2014: $ 17,343,058 
2015: $ 14,917,613 
2016: $ 13,965,917 
2017: $ 13,739,425 

Totals $ 100,964,549



Colorado’s lack of funding 
for K-12 education has denied 
an entire generation of students 
the education they deserve.

(cuts began in 2007-08)



There is a solution. 
But, it’s complicated...

(short term & long term)



 Teacher Retention

 Special Education 
Funding

 Mental Health 
Services

https://kidsmattertoo.org/

https://kidsmattertoo.org/


★ Passage of a statewide ballot initiative…

★ Distributed to K-12 education through the 
superintendents’ proposed new school finance 
formula for adequate and equitable funding of 
Colorado’s schools…

★ Passage of a local bond initiative

The Solution



OUR BALLOT MEASURE: INITIATIVE #93
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